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VPF Rock Gallery is proud to present the first solo exhibition by visual artist Tatiana
Macedo, in Lisbon.

Macedo graduated in Fine Arts at the Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design,
University of Arts, London, in 2004. Since then Macedo has consistently shown her
work in Lisbon and abroad. In 2005 she participated in the first Gulbenkian´s Creativity
and Artistic Creation Program in Photography, and in 2007 was one of the selected
artists for the International Residence “Sítio das Artes” (Place of the Arts) in the Centre
for Modern Art at the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, in Lisbon.

This year she has been awarded a scholarship from the Orient Foundation (in Lisbon) to
develop a new project in Xangai.
Macedo lives and works in Lisbon.

Xangai Girls Do It Better

It’s only for some brief seconds, in a moment resembling “boy-meets-girl”, on the 1986 video “Papa
Don’t Preach”; brief but sufficiently significant. In it we see Madonna leaning against the railings of
a garden, with her friends, exchanging glances with her love interest in the video and dressing an
“Italians Do It Better” t-shirt. Madonna is assuming and proclaiming her Italian ascendance,
amongst other things, in a tone of juvenile provocation. Since then the use of t-shirts with slogans
or statements as become massive. All the biggest brands of clothes have copied all the cult
statements, of other decades. It was once a punk attitude; nowadays it’s a common practice for
H&M.

The images we see in this exhibition are part of the work resultant from a trip to China, in the
summer of 2008. When Macedo decided to spend two months in Xangai, she had no preconceived
ideas about what to investigate. She decided to leave it open, to fully understand what the city had
to deliver. One thing is always certain: photography is her primary support in all of her multiple
approaches, whether it is a documental one, or whether it is a more conceptual one.

The noticeable in each project is the way how Tatiana relates herself to the chosen subject, as if she
was reflecting on its social context, without ever transforming it in a number or percentage. To
make us think exhaustively in the other, in the one that is not us. In what bring us together or what
supposedly break us apart.



In Xangai, when photographing passers by, she realized a significant difference: girls don’t use
jeans, don’t use casual clothing. They always dressed very femininely, very sharply. Boys were
practically invisible, next to them.  It was irresistible, and she spent two months photographing
women on the subway, on the street, eating and having fun. Each image relates to a woman, every
time, for an instant. We have the feeling that the women in them are not aware they are being
photographed. We feel that the artist investigates young Chinese girls in a very furtive way. She
also investigates, obviously, their role in today’s China.

During the process she saw a girl, for brief seconds, with a pink t-shirt with the statement “Boys
Need Yoga Too” written in black letters. She couldn’t get her camera in time and didn’t register that
moment, but that small declaration ended up motivating the series of reflections that are now
presented.
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